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Decision 3: International mer chandise tr ade statistics (Item 3c)

The Statistical Commission:

@ Expressed high appreciation of the efforts undertaken by UNSD in the organization of the efficient
revision process including the conduct of the worldwide consultation and commended the Expert Group
and Task Force on international merchandise trade statistics and countries for their contributions;

(b) Adopted International Merchandise Trade Satistics: Concepts and Definitions, 2010 (IMTS2010)
and endorsed the implementation programme as contained in the Secretary General’ s report paragraphs 25-
31, including the preparation of the revised IMTS Compilers Manual and continued technical assistance
activities;

(© Requested the Expert Group and Task Force to continue their work, focus on the implementation
of IMTS2010 and give a due consideration to national circumstances, harmonization of national and
regional compilation practices and the conduct of related comparison studies;

(d) Requested that more attention is given to strengthening institutional arrangements in countries to
ensure that proper national coordination mechanisms exist for the compilation of high quality international
merchandise trade statistics; also, cooperation with compilers of statistics on international trade in services,
balance of payments and national accounts should be ensured;

(e Recognized the importance of UN Comtrade as the global database and information platform on
international merchandise trade and requested UNSD to enhance its features and metadata;

® Advised that in the future research agenda a due consideration is given to the emerging trade
policy needs and the globalization issues; in this context, linkage with business statistics and measuring

merchandise trade in terms of value added should be further explored.
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