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I. Updating the International Merchandise Trade Statistics Compilers Manual 
and related knowledge base 
 
1. One of the key activities within the IMTS2010 implementation programme is the 
updating of the International Merchandise Trade Statistics Compilers Manual in order to 
provide further and more detailed explanations of certain recommendations and practical 
guidance by describing good practices applicable under different circumstances. A 
detailed outline of the scope and structure of the Manual will be developed after the 
Commission’s adoption of IMTS2010 and will be based on the comments of countries 
collected during the worldwide consultation. The United Nations Statistics Division plans 
to prepare the Compilers Manual in close cooperation with the Expert Group and the 
Task Force on international merchandise trade statistics and publish it on the Web in 
2011. 
 
2.  Based on the comments provided during the worldwide consultation on 
IMTS2010 and previous suggestions by the members of the EG-IMTS the following 
topics and ideas need to be taken into account in the revised Manual: 

(i) additional explanation regarding the general and specific guidelines on 
coverage focusing on data sources and data compilation strategies applicable 
for the recording of particular categories of goods (for instance, further 
explanations needed for time of recording under different trade systems and 
how to move more effectively from the special trade system to the general 
trade system); 

                                                
1 The overall implementation programme was endorsed by the Statistical Commission at its 41st session 
(see Draft report of the 41st Session of the Statistical Commission, 25 February 2010, Decision 3: 
International merchandise trade statistics (Item 3c), paragraph (b)). 
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(ii) information on analytical classifications and correlations should be updated 
and amended as required;  

(iii) examples of the calculation of the statistical value using invoice prices and 
information about additional cost items incurred by traders under the agreed 
terms of delivery and the valuation of specific categories of goods should be 
provided; 

(iv) good practices in the compilation or estimation of imports FOB should be well 
elaborated, including the description of data sources and compilation 
procedures;  

(v) approaches to the improvement of the quality of quantity data and quantity 
data estimation need to be discussed;  

(vi) the application of partner attribution in a number of special cases should be 
discussed and illustrated with examples; the issue of the application of a 
standard country nomenclature could be further discussed;  

(vii) there is a need for a separate chapter on good practices in the compilation of 
data by mode of transport which should also address data quality concerns;  

(viii) examples of the efficient use of non-customs data sources and merging non-
customs data with the customs records should be provided, highlighting 
advantages and limitations of these sources; further, data compilation for 
IMTS as part of an integrated approach to economic statistics as well as the 
issue of data collection for free zones will be discussed; 

(ix) good practices in quality assessment and quality assurance should be 
described;  

(x) issues of compilation and dissemination of metadata should be discussed;  

(xi) information and guidance on the calculation of external trade indices should 
be provided; 

(xii) good practices concerning the seasonal adjustment of trade data should be 
provided. 

3.  As part of the implementation activities, the Statistics Division plans to develop a 
knowledge base on international trade statistics (see the UNSD report on item 3 of the 
provisional agenda (Databases on international trade), paragraph 11). It is intended that 
such a knowledge base will serve as a comprehensive repository of information on 
relevant concepts and methods as well as contain references to national practices and the 
available country metadata. In addition, it is planned that all information on the outputs 
and activities of the Statistics Division in the area of international merchandise trade 
statistics encompassing, inter alia, technical assistance, the United Nations Commodity 
Trade Statistics Database (UN Comtrade) and methodological research will be made 
accessible through this knowledge base. 
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II. Technical assistance 
 
4.  Immediately after the adoption of IMTS2010 by the Commission, the United 
Nations Statistics Division plans to organize a series of regional workshops for 
developing countries focusing on the contents of the new recommendations and on 
practical approaches to their implementation. It is tentatively planned to hold two 
workshops per year and deliver training to countries that need it most by the end of 2012, 
subject to resource availability. It is expected that some members of the Expert Group 
and the Task Force will participate in such workshops as resource persons who will share 
their country’s or their organization’s experiences. In addition, and in parallel with the 
workshops, the Statistics Division will be providing needed explanations and 
clarifications, by correspondence, as requested by countries. Technical assistance has 
always been on the agenda of the Task Force to ensure proper coordination among 
various organizations.  
 
 
III. Enhancing the UN Comtrade database 
 
5. During 2010-2011, the United Nations Commodity Trade Statistics Database (UN 
Comtrade) will be enhanced to enable it to process, store and disseminate international 
merchandise trade statistics in line with the updated and new recommendations. This 
would mean making UN Comtrade capable of dealing with data that, potentially, might 
contain additional items such as mode of transport, the country of consignment as second 
partner country, imports free on board, etc. In addition, increased emphasis will be put on 
obtaining, processing and making available to users comprehensive metadata and 
information on special trade flows and transactions. 
 
6. Efforts will be undertaken to enable UN Comtrade to accommodate the new data 
items as early as 2011, for testing purposes. Further, it is planned that the presentation of 
the new information in UN Comtrade will be discussed with members of the Expert 
Group and the Task Force during 2010-2011 to ensure that both national and 
international concerns are taken into account and the enhanced UN Comtrade continues 
to serve as an efficient global database. 
 
 
IV. Future research agenda and international cooperation 
 
7.  IMTS2010 addresses a number of important issues. However, owing to its 
normative nature, it does not cover a number of issues on which there is no clear majority 
view and where further research is required. The issues that need further attention 
include, for example:  

(a) imbalances in partner statistics and efficient ways of conducting reconciliation 
studies,  

(b) finding innovative methods of linking trade and business statistics in the 
context of an integrated approach to economic statistics,  
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(c) researching ways to assess trade in terms of value added and to clarify the 
nature of the international production chain,  

(d) good practices in the compilation of the trade indices and various analytical 
indicators and  

(e) more efficient means of carrying out automated data transfer between 
countries and international organizations. 

 
8. Recognizing the importance of a continued search for new approaches to data 
compilation and their more efficient use, the United Nations Statistics Division will 
promote active cooperation between countries and various relevant international forums. 
This will include the continued work of both the Expert Group and the Task Force as well 
as an effective exchange of ideas with the international bodies responsible for balance of 
payments, statistics on international trade in services and national accounts. 


